PATENT APPLICATION OF RONALD W. HARTGROVE 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A j ewelry article comprising : 

a setting having a mounting portion; 

a first body portion having a holding portion, the holding portion capable of 
holding the mounting portion except from at least one direction; and 

a second body portion capable of magnetically coupling with the first body 
portion, the second body portion capable of holding the mounting portion 
from the at least one direction when magnetically coupled to the first body 
portion. 

2. The jewelry article of claim 1, wherein at least one of the body portions comprises 
a magnetic element disposed thereon. 

3. The jewelry article of claim 2, wherein the magnetic element is a rare earth 
magnet. 

4. The jewelry article of claim 1, wherein the first and second body portions are 
substantially identical. 

5. The jewelry article of claim 1, wherein the first and second body portions 
magnetically couple together to form a ring, a bracelet, an earring, a choker, a bezel, a 
pendant, or a broach. 

6. The jewelry article of claim 1, wherein the body portions are separable from one 
another in the at least one direction to break magnetic coupling between the body 
portions. 

7. The jewelry article of claim 1, wherein at least one of the body portions is 
rotatable about the mounting portion to break magnetic coupling between the body 
portions. 
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8. The jewelry article of claim 7, wherein the holding portion comprises a negative 
area defined in the first body portion, the negative area defined by a radius and having a 
circumferential dimension at least greater than half of a circle. 

9. A jewelry article comprising: 
a setting; 

first means for holding the setting except from at least one direction; 
second means for holding the setting from the at least one direction; and 
means for magnetically coupling the first and second means for holding the 
setting. 

10. The jewelry article of claim 9, wherein the means for magnetically coupling the 
first and second means comprises at least one magnet. 

11. The jewelry article of claim 9, further comprising means for separating the first 
and second means in the at least one direction to break magnetic coupling between the 
first and second means. 

12. The jewelry article of claim 9, further comprising means for rotating at least one 
of the first or second means about a portion of the setting to break magnetic coupling 
between the first and second means. 

13. The jewelry article of claim 9, further comprising means for preventing tilting of 
the setting in the magnetically coupled first and second means. 
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14. A jewelry article comprising, 

a member having a first end and a second end, at least one of the ends being 

connected to the jewelry article; 
a first magnetic element positioned adjacent the first end of the member; 
a setting being movable along the member; and 

a second magnetic element attached to the setting and capable of being 
magnetically repelled by proximity to the first magnetic element. 

15. The jewelry article of claim 14, wherein the setting defines a bore having the 
member passing therethrough. 

16. The jewelry article of claim 14, wherein the second magnetic element is affixed in 
a hole in the setting. 

17. The jewelry article of claim 14, wherein the member comprises one or more 
prongs on the first end holding the first magnetic element. 

18. The jewelry article of claim 14, wherein at least one of the ends of the member is 
removably connected to the jewelry article for interchanging the setting. 

19. The jewelry article of claim 14, wherein the first end and second ends are 
connected to the jewelry article. 

20. The jewelry article of claim 19, further comprising: 

a third magnetic element positioned adjacent the second end of the member; and 
a fourth magnetic element attached to the setting and capable of being 
magnetically repelled by proximity to third magnet. 
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